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he yearned to get him into his power. In the course of the year Burnet
added to his offences by publishing an account of his continental travels,
in which he contrasted the misery of life in Catholic countries with the
conditions prevailing in Holland and England.

Among the instructions of Albeville when he took over the Embassy
at The Hague in January 1687 was a demand for the dismissal of Burnet
from William's household. William complied with this demand, and,
if we are to accept Burnet's own statement, he never saw the Prince
again until a few days before they both sailed for England. James,
however, suspected that Burnet was in regular communication with
Bentinck, and that through him he kept in touch with William. James
also at the same time demanded that Burnet should be extradited to
England, or alternatively to Scotland, to stand his trial for high treason.
This was a matter not in William's hands, and James found the States-
General unexpectedly stubborn: they refused the demand for extradi-
tion on the general ground that Burnet was a political refugee, and also
because he had further protected himself by adopting Dutch nationality;
but they offered James facilities for having him tried in Holland, an
offer which was naturally not accepted. There were two separate
indictments: in Scotland and in England. The Scottish indictment
charged him with communication with Argyll in 1681 and in 1687;
it was embodied in "Criminal Letters" issued against him on April 19,
1687, and adjudged outlawry against him unless he surrendered before
June 27. The second indictment was on his reply to the charge in
Edinburgh, and was issued in London in June 1687 with citation for
August 9; in this he was charged with having threatened to publish the
secret history of the previous twenty years and with having transferred
his allegiance from the King of England.

Burnet was very apprehensive that after his outlawry in Scotland he
.would be either forcibly removed or assassinated, and just before the
outlawry took effect he "invited all his friends to dinner, and after that
was"-over took his solemn leave of them, resolving to converse no more
with them". Louis regarded Burnet's behaviour as an affront to mon-
archy, and he was prepared to co-operate in bringing him to the rack
and tlte scaffold. At the end of the year he made it known that he would
provide <iot only an asylum in France for anyone who came into conflict
with the Dutch police in an attempt to kidnap Burnet, but also active
assistance in the attempt.1 It seems probable, however, that the publicity

1 "Jai sussi ordonn6 . . . que qui que soit qui entreprenne de Tenlever en
Hollande trouvera une retraite assume et une entiere protection dans mes
States, mils aussi tout assistance qu'il pourra d6sirer pour faire conduire
scelerat en Angleterre."